359. CHINESE LABOURERS

We mentioned earlier that General Botha had addressed a letter
to the Transvaal Government regarding the outrageous behaviour of
Chinese labourers towards Boer farmers.1 Thanking him for the letter.
Sir Richard Solomon has expressed his regret for the cruel deeds of the
Chinese. He has promised to ask the mine-owners to ensure that the
Chinese are unable to obtain explosive materials, and that every effort
will be made to improve the conduct of the Chinese. He sincerely hopes
that atrocities of this kind will cease when the recommendations regarding
stricter regulation of the working conditions of the Chinese are imple-
mented.
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360. THE SHOPS CLOSING ACT

In the Natal Parliament, Mr. Rethman moved an amendment to
the Shops Closing Act, enabling the rural areas to fix any day of their
choice for a half-holiday. To this, the Natal Government replied that
no changes in the Act were contemplated for at least a year. From this,
it would appear that a change of some kind in the law would ultimately
be effected.
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361. THE NATAL SMALLPOX ACT
We have earlier reproduced the provisions of this Act in this journal.
We have also mentioned the protest of the whites against the stringency
of the Act. This matter has attracted much attention and is being widely
discussed.
The opponents of vaccination say that it cannot be asserted that,
by getting oneself vaccinated against smallpox, one will become abso-
lutely immune to the disease. Not only this, vaccination has often
done harm also. Instances are known of small children who were
found to have contracted syphilis after vaccination. Besides, one
strange instance was cited of a child who, because of vaccination, did
not at all grow physically for several years. On the strength of several
1 Vide "The Question of Repatriating the Chinese", p. 322.